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Where & What Speciality/Point of 

Difference 
- Year established 
- Pop. size (LGA) 
- Collection size 

- Value 

Ownership/ 
Director 

Cost of Development/ 
Redevelopment/upgrade 

Comments Collection 
Dates 

Ararat Gallery 
TAMA 

Textiles 
1970s arts & crafts 
 
 

- Est. 1968 
- 10,768 (LGA, 2016) 
- 1200+- 
- $5.5M approx 

Ararat Rural City 
 
Kate Davis 

$7.7M (2018).  
 
Major upgrade 

Highly visible to 
Highway.  Co-located 
with popular café.  
Well curated 

1970s - current 

Warrnambool 
Art Gallery 

Local landscapes, 
colonial artists, 
modern 
art/contemporary, 
some indigenous 
works  

- 1986 
- 33,655 (LGA, 2016) 
- 2000+ 
- $7.7M 

City of 
Warrnambool 
 
Vanessa Gerrans 

$700,000 (2019). Fixing 
lighting and air conditioning 
for collection management, 
re-opens Jan 2020 
 
Minor upgrade 

Small gallery. Looking 
at relocating in next 10 
yrs to new site (subject 
to finance) 

European salon 
and Indigenous 
Aust. Artefacts 
- current 

Horsham 
Regional Art 
Gallery 

Australian 
Photography, The 
Wimmera And Its 
Artists and The Mack 
Jost Collection of Aust. 
Painting & Works on 
Paper 

- Est. 1973 
- 19,642 (LGA, 2016) 
- 2800 
- $5.5M approx 

Horsham Rural City 
 
Brenda Wellman 
 

$19.6M (2015) of which 
$1.66M was spent on gallery 
storage upgrade.  
 
As relocated entire operations 
from another site, a major 
upgrade 

Largest capital project 
undertaken by Council. 
Planning began in 2009 
and took 5 years to 
construction.  Includes 
PAC 

1863 
(Chevalier)-
current 

Art Gallery of 
Ballarat  

Early colonial period 
and Australian 
paintings 
 

- Est. 1884 
- 101,686 (LGA 

2016) 
- 10,000+ 
- $120M 

City of Ballarat  
 
Louise Tagart 

2001 $7m extension  
2011 $1.9M exterior 
restoration 
 
Major upgrades 

Gallery is oldest and 
largest regional Gallery 
in Australia.  
Very strong collection 

1887 to 
current 

Benalla Art 
Gallery  

Late 19th and early 
20th century focus. 
Range of traditional 
and contemporary 
indigenous artworks  

- Est 1975 
- 13,861 (LGA 2016) 
- 1050 
- $14M  

Benalla Rural City  
 
Briony Nainby 

N/A 
 
No change/upgrade 

Referred to in NHG 
business case for 
benchmarking 
purposes 

1880s - current 
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(strong indigenous 
collection) 

Swan Hill 
Regional Art 
Gallery  

Permanent collection 
includes paintings, 
drawings, prints and 
sculptures with special 
interest in Australian 
Naive art.   

- Est 1963 
- 20,584 (LGA 2016)  
- 400 

Swan Hill Rural City 
Council  
 
Ian Tully 

2019/20  
$200,000 
Pending $32M ($16.8m state 
government funding) 
 
Major upgrade 

Collection started in 
1963.  Current purpose 
built Gallery opening in 
1987 

Mostly 1970s 
onwards, some 
earlier 
paintings of 
region 
 

Mildura Art 
Gallery  

Largest single 
collection of paintings 
by Sir William Orpen.   

- Est 1956 Mildura Rural City 
Council  

In 2006, a master plan of 
cultural facilities was 
developed, resulting in 
upgrade 
 
Second phase beginning 2019 
(current community 
consultation) 
 
$8.7M first phase 
 
Major upgrade 

Gallery is part of Arts & 
Culture precinct. 
Features art theatre, 
regional art gallery, 
sculpture park, café 
and Mildura’s most 
important heritage 
building, Rio Vista 
Historic House, famous 
for triennial sculpture 
award 
 
Collaborated with 
Mildura Palimpsest 
Biennale on exhibitions 

1895 (Femme a 
la baignoire se 
coiffant, 
Degas) - 
current 
 

Arts Space 
Wodonga  

Regional artists 
 

- Est TBC 
- 35,100 (LGA 2016) 
- TBC 
- TBC 

 

City of Wodonga  
 
Justine Ambrosio 
team leader 

2019 
$10.2 million 
Victorian Government 
contributed $4million (from 
the Regional Infrastructure 
Fund) of the $10.2 million 
project 
Major upgrade 

2019 redevelopment 
of the Wodonga 
Library and arts Space 
Wodonga 

No collection 
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Museum of 
Murray Albury, 
(MAMA) 
 

- Albury Art Prize (est. 
1947) built the 
Collection (20K 
international 
residency award) 
- $30,000 acquisitive 
National Photographic 
Prize. 
Photography (over 
600) includes: Tracey 
Moffatt, Max Dupain, 
Richard Woldendorp 
and Phillip Quirk 
-Indigenous collection 

- New dev. opened 
2015 

- Collection: 2400  
- Pop. 53,249 (PA) 

 

Albury City Council 
 
Bree Pickering 

Total Cost: $11.3 million 
- Local Government: $6.3M  
- Australian Government: 
$3.5M  
- Philanthropic contributions: 
$1.5M 
 
Major upgrade 
 

Key competitor to 
Wodonga, 
contemporary, great 
program 
 
Formerly known as the 
Albury Regional Art 
Gallery, it was 
renamed as part of the 
$11.3 million 
 

 

Geelong Gallery One of Australia’s 
leading art galleries.  
Collection includes 
works of national 
significance. 

- Est 1896  
- 233,429 (LGA 

2016)  
- 6100  
- $34M 

 

City of Greater 
Geelong 
 
Jason Smith 

2001 – Federation Grant 
2017  

On 24 July 2019 
Council resolved to 
relocate Geelong 
Gallery into City 
centre.  
Major investment 
planned 

1700s 
(porcelain), 
1800s painting- 
current 

Shepparton Art 
Museum (SAM) 

Contemporary 
ceramics, being the 
home of the biennial 
Sidney Myer Fund 
Australian Ceramic 
Award and Indigenous 
Ceramic Art Award. 

- Est 1936 
- 63,837 (LGA 2016) 
- 3800 
- $17.6M 

 

City of Greater 
Shepparton  
 
Rebecca Coates 

2019/20 
Stage 1: $47.4m (excluding 
GST) 
Stage 2: $2.5m (excluding 
GST) 
Sources: 
- $15,000,000 – Local 
Government 
- $10,000,000– State (regional 
development) 

Current SAM is located 
in Welford Street 
 
New gallery under 
construction at Victoria 
Park Lake. Feasibility 
Study began in 2014. 
Dec 2020 completion 
expected. Ran 
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- $15,000,000 - Fed Govt 
(National Stronger Regions 
Fund (NSRF) 
- $12.5M private giving and 
philanthropy, made up of 
$6.5M for the build, and $6M 
for an endowment, whose 
interest would contribute to 
operational costs 
- Further $2.5 sourced from 
State governments, and 
identification of grants and 
opportunities continues. 

architectural 
competition.  
 
Major upgrade 
 

Bendigo Art 
Gallery  

Emphasis on 19th 
century European art 
and Australian art 
from the 1800s. 
 
Fashion and celebrity 

- Est 1887  
- 95,587 
- 5000 
- $65M  

City of Greater 
Bendigo  
 
Jessica Bridgefoot 

2010 $7.55M. jointly funded 
by State government and City 
of Greater Bendigo  
 
 

Over the last decade 
Gallery has presented 
innovative 
international 
exhibitions.  Attracts a 
diverse audience from 
metropolitan 
Melbourne, and from 
across Victoria.   
 
Major upgrade 

1850s - current 

 
 
Gippsland Art 
Gallery (Sale) 
 

Focus is Gippsland and 
the natural 
environment. 

- Est 1965 
- 14,891 (LGA 2016) 
- 2000 
- Value TBC 

Wellington Shire 
Council  
 
Simon Gregg 

2015 $14.53M 
redevelopment.  Joint 
Federal, State and Local 
Government funding, re-
opened Jan 2018 

Gallery hosts around 
30 exhibitions a year.  
Maffra Exhibition 
Space is also run by the 
Gallery as an access 
space for local artists 
Major upgrade 

1960’s-current 
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Wangaratta Art 
Gallery  

Contemporary art, 
small sculpture, art 
about north east 
region of Victoria, run 
a $10,000 acquisitive 
textiles award. 

- Est 2004  
- 28310 (LGA 2016) 

Rural City of 
Wangaratta  
 
Simone Nolan 

The Rural City of Wangaratta 
(Council) is seeking a suitably 
qualified consultant to 
conduct a feasibility study 
that will review and provide 
recommendations for the 
future location, design, usage 
and management structure of 
the Wangaratta Art Gallery 
 

Currently conducting 
Feasibility Study, 
second half 2019 
 
Modest collection, 
built through textile 
award and cultural 
gifts program 
 
Major investment 
planned 

 

Proposed 
Nillumbik 
Regional 
Gallery* 
(interface) 
 

Rich local history of 
arts/crafts post war. 
Collection has local 
landscape focus. 
 
Nillumbik Art Prize has 
a local award of 
$10,000 and the major 
one of $20,000. 
 
Additional strong 
acquisitions budget 

- TBC 
- Pop: 64,941 (ABS) 
- Over 400 

 

Nillumbik Shire 
Council  

- Building Works $25.7M  
- External Works and Services 
$4,122,000  
- Design/Construction 
Contingency $6,280,000  
- Prof. Fees (Design/Planning), 
Furniture and Equipment 
Allowances $10,554,000  
- Cost Escalation (assume 
12months to tender) 
$2,323,000  
TOTAL $49,057,400 

Would be operated by 
Artistic Director with 
Board external to 
Council 
 
Major investment 
planned 

Mid-late 1900s 
- present 

Bunjil Place Award winning 
architecture 

- Pop. 340,419 
- No collection 

City of Casey Total Cost: $125.7M  
Casey City Council: $115M 
Federal Government: $10M 
State Government (tied to the 
Library): $750K 

Major investment 
planned 

No collection 

MC2  
Manningham 
 

Manningham Victorian 
Ceramic Art Award 
 

- 116,255 (2016 ABS) 
- No collection  

City of 
Manningham 

Total Cost: $38 million 
- $15 million private sector  
- $11 million government 

Major investment 
planned 

No collection 
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 grants (including Australian 
Government - Regional and 
Local Community 
Infrastructure Program, 
Australian Government - 
Green Precincts Program and 
Sustainability Victoria - 
SmartEnergy Zones Program).  
- $12 million MCC 

 
 
 
Notes:  
*Nillumbik Shire Council conducted community consultation on a new regional gallery 2018, overwhelmingly supportive. 
Have begun advocating Federally and concluded feasibility study Aug 2019. 
Key action of the Council Plan 2017-2021 and Arts and Cultural Plan 2018-2022. 
 


